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Daniel 3:13-17 “Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury commanded to bring Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed–nego. Then they brought these men before the king. 
14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, do 
not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up? 15 Now if ye be ready that 
at what time ye hear the (national anthem) sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and 
dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which I have made; well: but if 
ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace; and who is 
that God that shall deliver you out of my hands? 16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered 
and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be 
so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us 
out of thine hand, O king. 

Would Somebody Please Stop This Music 

Bewildered, confused, flabbergasted, astonished, comatose, are just some of the feelings that you 
woke up with on November 9th, when you looked at your phone, turned on the tv, or the radio. The 
impossible happened. Against all odds, against all predictions, America elected a racist, xenophobic, 
and misogynist man in Donald Trump as President of the United States. 

When the new leader of this nation can vilify a group of people, and demonize its own citizens it fails. 
When that person can stand behind a podium and declare boldly that 'people like that used to get 
hauled off in stretchers', a person that can so easily incite hate without any conscious, and sleep well 
at night is a very scary thing. 

Two months after Election Day and we are still trying to make sense out of all of this. Nearly 60 
million christians, mostly white evangelicals picked themselves, over our, and their own humanity. 
These are dangerous prophetic times. We are on the cusp of the return or our Lord and Savior. 
Brexit in England, the Israeli Palestinian conflict, the Syrians who’s villages have been over taken by 
Isis, and Trump in America. This was the frightening thing about those christians that voted for 
him….atheists and agnostics all saw that this man was not fit to run this country, yet Christians felt 
that Mr. 2 Corinthians could get the job. 

Based off his executive orders, keystone pipeline on the Indian reservation. Build the wall, and watch 
the middle class have to pay for it. Filled his cabinets with nothing but billionaires. Closed borders. 
Take money away from sanctuary cities. Voter fraud investigation. Harder interrogation for anyone 
coming from an Islamic country into America. 

Our yet to be United States a contradiction. On the eve of Martin Luther King jrs birthday that the 
house voted to repeal Obamacare. As recent as yesterday to know that the GOP silenced Elizabeth 
Warren as she tried to read a letter from Coretta Scott King about Jeff Sessions. Who's been known 
for racists practices.  
Didn't it just make you cringe to see. Mr. trump take that oath... 
Mr. Trump I hope you read the Bible that you put your hand on, because inside of it says  
Let Justice roll on like a river, and endless river of righteous living.  
Remember that it says, Learn to do good seek justice, correct oppression, bring justice to the 
fatherless, plead the widow’s cause.  
 Remember that it says, that the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God.  
 Because you don't want to hear the words. I was hungry and you cut welfare. I was thirsty and you 
gave me brown water. I was a stranger and you signed an executive order to build a wall. Naked and 
shut down shelters. I was sick and you repealed Obamacare. I was in prison and you teamed with 
the CCA and the DEA to build more prisons to warehouse me. 
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Expect it to see more job loss, and less job opportunities...I hope you are saving and investing your 
money, and praying hard because this is only the beginning. Make no mistake that these are 
dangerous times that we are living in. 

As dangerous as it was for the Daniel, Shedrack, Meshack, and Abednego under the tyrant 
leadership of President Nebuchadnezzar. A man who equated himself with God. A man with no 
pause or cause, with enough power and money to build a tower of the finest materials. Enough 
money and power to build a city all by himself. 

Nebuchadnezzar built Babylon. This was Nebuchadnezzar's government, and the Israelites were 
just casualties of his regime. They were captured and brought here against their will. They were 
forced to do things that they have never done, or ever wanted to do. 

It was hard and cruel times for the Israelites. Their lives were disrupted, you don’t believe me just 
read Psalm 137. The psalm says, by the rivers of babylon we wept, when we remembered zion. We 
hung our harps upon the willows in the midst of it. 

Grandmaster flash said…. 

Just like Israelites as a people we are in exile. This world ain’t our home. We live here but we don’t 
dwell here. From the mother land of Africa, to the shores of the Atlantic, to the Caribbean, to this 
place called America. To live and exist, here and just get along with each policy and mandated from 
the top. 

In a system that was never created for you, or had your best interest in mind. Because yo do know, 
the length of your life is determined by your zip code. The kind of education you will receive is all 
contingent on those 5 numbers. The services, what hospital you will get driven to in an emergency. 
The bad food, McDonalds, Wendy's Burger King, Chinese Food, check cashing places, pawn shops, 
all those things will say how far you can make it in life or how hard you will have to work. There is 
legalized discrimination. 

This is Nadir…what is nadir, the lowest point in the fortunes of a person or organization. A country 
reaches it’s lowest point when it turns it’s back on the most vulnerable. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s power has gone so far that he erects his image, he has a dream, and instead of 
listening to the interpretation, he says ok I'm going to build a Nebuchadnezzar tower....He then 
forces everyone to worship it. He makes a law for all of the inhabitants. The text says, when you 
hear the national anthem you ought to bow down all at the same time and worship it. 

Worship me, why because I love the attention.  
Worship me because I'm rich. 
Worship me, why because I’m powerful.  
Worship me, why because who do you know is smarter, and wiser than I am. 

Even though we are in the nadir of our country you got to make up your mind that we will not dance, 
or you will not bow down to music that promotes policies that support discrimination. The Bible says 
that the first time the boys decided not to bow down that the chaldeans ran and told on them. 
Reporters started telling on them. You always got reporters that are going to talk about you. Don’t be 
surprised when you don’t do what people want you to do, and not hear your name being mentioned 
around some tables after lunch. 

Always expect that whenever you do don't do what everybody else expects you to do. Expect people 
to go against you. Folks can be so small and petty that they will talk about you instead of talk to you. 
Folks hate it when you are different, and when you think for yourself. You gotta tell people just 
because I'm different that don't make me deficient. I can't tell you how angry it makes me when folk 
try to micro-manage my life, when they can't even manage they own life. 

I love what happens in the text…Nebuchadnezzar says when you hear the music, you better get 
down. The three Hebrew boys said Mr. Nebuchadnezzar we are not dancing to your music. We want 
no part of that. 



Nebuchadnezzar calls them to the front and says is it true that you don’t want to bow down to the 
image? 

But they said O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. 17 If it be so, our 
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of 
thine hand, O king. 

In other words….If our God wants to save us he will, if he doesn’t then He won’t…but if he does 
choose to save us…He will deliver us from your corny little fiery furnace, and deliver us from 
Babylon. Mr. Nebuchadnezzar we have purposed in our hearts that we ain’t going out like that. 

I mean check this out. This why I love these boys, this gotta be one of my favorite stories, because 
you do know their story. You do know that a few chapters back when Nebuchadnezzar prepared a 
meal for the three boys, Shenniniah, Mishael, Haniniah, and Azariah. 

You know I call them that because I don’t want to use their slave names. I call them by their proper 
name, their God given names. Because whenever you want to control a people you change their 
name, and by changing their name you define who they are. Then they erase your culture, and 
change your language. Then they start dividing you, and change your diet. 

You train instead of educate. Thank God that the circus has been shut down, the exploitation of 
God's creation, but have you ever noticed that one of the opening acts in the circus is the Lion. Ain't 
it crazy how the king of the jungle becomes content by living in a cage. Why because he's been 
trained to live in a cage, trained to live as something that he's not. The lion has been domesticated 
taught trained to be a docile animal. That's what training will do to you, training will have acting like 
something you are not. That's why you don't train humans, you train dogs, you train cats, you 
animals. Education means to bring out the best in someone, the sad reality is that we have a whole 
lot more of training than of education.  
 We've been trained to believe that people in the ghetto are lazy and don't want more for 
themselves.  
We've been trained to believe that Christopher Columbus wasn't a violent man that murdered and 
stole from the Native American.  
We've been trained to believe that Jesus is a white man with blue eyes and long hair 
We've been trained to believe that our justice system was created for all people 
Hmm, that's why you can't mad when you see the lion jumping through hoops and performing tricks, 
by accepting the office of housing instead of being saying I deserve to be the surgeon general, 
because at the end of the day he's has been train to make massa happy. 

Hebrew boys said nah we not eating that, because your food is offered up to pagan Gods. They 
turned out to be smarter, stronger, and wiser. They got a promotion in the palace. They started 
moving on up. They have official positions. 

They basically are saying, just because we got status, privilege in the place and we have climbed 
the ladder of success by way of promotion, we ain’t gonna be some sell outs. Our people are here in 
Babylon, and you think we gonna just forget about them because you gave us privilege in the 
palace. 

Ain’t nothing worse than when a few people make it, and they begin to forget how they got there. All 
they gotta get is a new house, new car, new wig and they begin to think that they have to start fitting 
in with other people. They change their zip code, and then they begin to start talking about those 
people and their welfare.  
They get a few degrees and they start thinking that they are hotter than everybody else.  
 Just because you got a weave you start thinking you better than everybody else...That's still a 500 
weave on a 10 cent head. 

Those people and their ratchet ways, you used to live near a corner store. You used to use a hot 
comb to straighten your hair. You know a thing or two about using a pliers to turn the channel and 
getting and using an old wire hanger for an antenna. You used to wear your older brother or sisters 
clothes. You knew a thing or two about some hand me downs. Don’t get it twisted…. 



By them not bowing down, they had to stop the music. Why did the music stop, because a group of 
men decided that they will not compromise their beliefs. You stop the music by your theological 
convictions. What do you believe about God, because whatever you believe about God will give you 
strength to stand when others are bowing. What you believe about God will give you the might to 
stand in the midst of these dangerous prophetic times that we are in right now. 

I wish we had a few more christians who would stand up and say its time to stop this music. I’m tired 
of this song playing over and over. 

I keep hearing a song playing over and over. And it sounds like cocaphany to my ears. Hard 
discordant notes. I'm tired of this record...Mass incarceration...prison pipelines...police brutality...I 
keep hearing the same song over and over.... 

The music has to stop. The obama age has ended but now its time to change the record. This 
means, from hip hop artists like Lil Wayne who had the audacity to say in front of millions that he has 
nothing to do with Black Lives. His ignorance is embarrassing and disgusting. 

To black fraternities, from the black church to our black politicians, from HBCUs to social justice 
movements, if you run across elements in the African American community who are not about mass 
resistance to this existential threat to African America, Latin America, and Muslim America you must 
either change them or drop them. There is no middle ground. If you belong to organizations that 
spend more time in banquets than working to empower strategy to attack a system designed to 
destroy you, you must either leave them, or change them. 

IF you sit in classes that are training you on how to work for someone else, and make someone else 
rich, rather than educating you, and giving you tools to change your communities, develop wealth, 
build infrastucture it's time to stop the music. 

If your theological training is a slaves obey your master doctrine, that teaches you to only read 
commentaries that were written by people who supported slavery biblically it's time to stop the 
music. 

If you belong to churches that have no balance, but promote whiteness over rightness. If you belong 
to churches that all they want to do is sing sing sing, about my blessing, my breakthrough, name it 
and claim it, pull it down, open my door and ministers who are too afraid to call a spade a spade 
then it time to stop this music. Churches that prey on the pockets of poor people, but yet have no 
services to help alleviate poverty it's time to stop the music... 

To be honest my problem isn’t so much with Nebuchadnezzar, but I got issues with this, it’s the 
people that threw them into the furnace, because they are just as guilty as Nebuchadnezzar. Its 
those that are complicit with injustice. My issues is not with Trump, but with the ones that voted with 
him in support of his madness. It's the closet Trump supporter. 

My issue ain’t with Ted Wilson, but it’s those that voted in favor of discrimination against women's 
ordination. I got issues with the people that sit down in church and complain about everything but will 
never show up for a meeting. I got problems with you sir or madame. I actually like the hater that will 
tell you that I don't like you. I like you, because you're honest and up front. The ones that stay in the 
bushes hiding.... 

That’s the ones that you gotta watch your back for. The benedict arnold, in swahili it is known as the 
mSaliti. It’s the one that smiles in your face but all the while they want to take your place. It’s another 
word backstabber. It’s those christian chameleonns that change their skin. That will be participate in 
private arenas and talk about people, but will act like they are your friend when they see you. Them 
be the folks I’sa got issues wit. 

I know that which I now speak will bring me into conflict. This I do not covet, for the conflict has 
seemed to be continuous of late years; but I do not mean to live a coward or die a coweard, leaving 
my work undone. I must follow in my master’s footsteps …Southern work pg 10. 

3 Hebrew boys said, "Our God will deliver us from the furnace, and from you. When God delivers 
you, he won’t deliver you part of the way, but He will deliver you completely…. 



Can I tell you this that the God you serve doesn't begin anything that he wont finish....He that begun 
a good work in you is faithful to complete it to the end. Our God will deliver us….I looked at the word 
deliver it means rescue…To rescue us from the most difficult situation. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s pride is hurt, so as a weak man he tries to destroy that which challenged him. 
Since y'all not gonna do what I say, then I’ll just make the furnace seven times hotter and I’ll kill you. 

It ain’t safe to say that in our yet to be united states of America, that there has been a fear of black 
and brown people. We have been in the furnace for years. Voter suppression, Voter intimidation, 
redistricting, police brutality, food desserts, poor housing, poor schools, food desserts, mass 
incarceration, we’ve been in the fire…. 

But thank God we ain’t been in the fire by ourselves…. 

Nebuchadnezzar looks in the furnace didn’t we throw three boys in there. One, Two, Three, 
Four….One, Two, Three, Four…I see four, and one looks like the Son of God, walking in the midst 
of the fire. I love it…Check this out brothers…God doesn’t save you from the fire, but he can save 
you in the fire, God don't save you from the storm, but he will save you while you in the storm...God 
don't save you from the trouble, but he's so good that he will save you while you are in trouble.... 

There are gonna be some times when you are gonna be in fire, but every now and then God allows 
you to go there, because he’s purifying you… 

When God is at your side…you can walk through the fire. You can stand up boldly. You can lift up 
your head. As a matter of fact with God on your side you are fireproof. 

Whatever fire you’re in, God is in there with you. Why do you think you’re still alive? Why do you 
think you haven’t lost your mind by now? Because God has been in the fire with you. 

These Hebrew boys were walking in what was supposed to take them out. Are you still walking when 
you should have been taken out? Are you still showing up at work when you know the boss really 
does not want you? Are you still in your right mind yet you keep on walking in the midst of your fire? 
Shadrach, Meshech, and Abednego got thrown into the fire, bound, but now, they’re walking. How 
do you go in bound and then walk in what was supposed to take you out? 

God did not use the fire to burn them, but to burn up what tied them up. do I have a witness that I 
lost the things that held me down in the fire… Only God can use the stuff that was supposed to burn 
you up to set you free. Have you been set free by what was supposed to take you out? 

No matter where I am God is with me 

We made it through Egyptian bondage 
We made it through the Red Sea 
We made it through the fire of Nebuchadnezzar 
We’ve been through the fire of slavery and we still here. 
Through the fire of Jim Crow and we still here 
Through the fire of sharecropping and we still here 
We made it through Ronald Ragean  
We made it through George Bush father and Son 
We made it through Bill Clinton 
We made it through Barack 
And we sure gonna make it through Donald Slump.  
We gonna make it through persecution 
Alls my life I has to fight but if God's got us then we gon be alright 

The Hebrew boys are walking around in the fire, Nebuchadnezzar looks in and said, “hey, how many 
did we throw in there?” Three. Well, who is the other one looking like God? That is the thing, He is 
God. When you see me walking through bad situations, it’s not just me walking through it; I have 
Somebody walking with me Who is bigger than my situation. So, they’re walking around, and 
Nebuchadnezzar comes near the door, but not too near, because this is the same furnace that 
burned up his own people. First, he ordered them to be thrown in, now he asks them to come out. 



The text says though they had been thrown in, they walked out. That is God’s Word to you. You got 
thrown in a bad situation, but God is right there with you and He will give you power to walk out. 

Folks are examining them. No burns. No scorches, No smoke. Somebody ought to thank god that 
you don't look like what you've been through. 

God will Use what you have been through to set the stage for your promotion 

Look at verse 29 Nebuchadnezzar said…That every people, nation, and language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, shall be cut in pieces, and their 
houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this sort. 

Here is a pagan ruler, who thought he was God had to brown down recognize the majesty and 
power of the God that you serve. 

They got a promotion but it was their faith that got them there. God doesn't just deliver you from the 
situation he lifts you in your situation. God don’t take you out the situation, because God can bless 
you in your Babylon. God can promote you in your exile. God can elevate you in whatever situation 
that you are in right now. 

My final word to you is to wait on God, and watch God do what he does. 

Story of the little boy and the bully 

Greater is he that is in me than he that is in the world 
We Win 
No weapon formed against me shall prosper 
We Win 
Stand still and see the salvation of the Lord 
We Win 
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning 
We Win 
You meant it for evil but God meant it for good 
We Win 
The Lord is my light and my salvation 
We Win 
The Lord is the strength of my life 
We Win 
If God be for us who can be against us 

Did anybody come to church today who just wanted to say, thank you…thank you for giving me 
peace. Thank you for bringing me out. Thank you for your sustaining power. Is there anybody in here 
who could testify, that I didn't like it back then, but God’s coming through today. I know to much 
about him to doubt him. I’ve seen fix my family. I’ve seen him pay my bills, I’ve seen him open doors. 
I’ve seen him change my heart. I’ve seen him turn things around. I’ve seen him dry my tears. I’ve 
seen make a way. I’ve seen heal my body. I’ve seen him reconcile my joy. I’ve seen him restore my 
peace. Today I’ve decided to lift up both my hands and tell him thank you. 

 


