
Notes for Part I on Ellen White and the Bible for Adventists and 

Others 
 

The Ellen White statements need not much comment to be helpful. The first shows God’s purpose in 

giving the Testimonies of Ellen White. The statements following reveal the plain requirements of God. 

And then the final section deals with a few faulty arguments drawn from her life and writings. All forms 

of emphasis are supplied.  

“The Lord designs to warn you, to reprove, to counsel, through the testimonies given, and to 

impress your minds with the importance of the truth of His word. The written testimonies are 

not to give new light, but to impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already 

revealed. Man's duty to God and to his fellow man has been distinctly specified in God's word, 

yet but few of you are obedient to the light given. Additional truth is not brought out; but God 

has through the Testimonies simplified the great truths already given and in His own chosen 

way brought them before the people to awaken and impress the mind with them, that all may 

be left without excuse.5T 665.1 

“Pride, self-love, selfishness, hatred, envy, and jealousy have beclouded the perceptive powers, 

and the truth, which would make you wise unto salvation, has lost its power to charm and 

control the mind. The very essential principles of godliness are not understood because there 

is not a hungering and thirsting for Bible knowledge, purity of heart, and holiness of life. The 

Testimonies are not to belittle the word of God, but to exalt it and attract minds to it, that the 

beautiful simplicity of truth may impress all. 5T 665.2 

A New Believer “Much Adorned” 
Today I have had an interview with one who is just taking her stand for the truth, but she is 

much adorned with gold bracelets and rings. I think she is good material, and will bear to hear 

kindly advice. The word must be presented: (1 Peter 3:3, 4 quoted). I believe that this sister has 

received the truth and will practice the truth. If she loves the truth she will obey the words of 

Christ. Letter 112, 1896, p. 3. (To Sister Wessels and Children, October 16, 1896.) 

Jewelry and Expensive Dress Will Not Give Us Influence 
We have not time now to give anxious thought as to what we shall eat and drink, and 

wherewithal we shall be clothed. Let us live simply, and work in simplicity. Let us dress in such a 

modest, becoming way that we will be received wherever we go. Jewelry and expensive dress 

will not give us influence, but the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit—the result of devotion 

to the service of Christ—will give us power with God. Kindness and forethought for those about 

us are qualities precious in the sight of heaven. If you have not given attention to the 

acquirement of these graces, do so now, for you have no time to lose. 9MR 120.2 

First and Highest Thoughts of Most Women are of Display. Christians Must Not Ape Them 
We see the world absorbed in their own amusements. The first and highest thoughts of the 

larger portion, especially of women, are of display. Love of dress and pleasure is wrecking the 

happiness of thousands. And some of those who profess to love and keep the commandments 

of God ape this class as near as they possibly can and retain the Christian name. Some of the 



young are so eager for display that they are even willing to give up the Christian name if they 

can only follow out their inclination for vanity of dress and love of pleasure. Self-denial in dress 

is a part of our Christian duty. To dress plainly, abstaining from display of jewelry and 

ornaments of every kind, is in keeping with our faith. Are we of the number who see the folly 

of worldlings in indulging in extravagance of dress as well as in love of amusements? If so, we 

should be of that class who shun everything that gives sanction to this spirit which takes 

possession of the minds and hearts of those who live for this world only and who have no 

thought or care for the next. 3T 366.1 

Ten pages of one testimony in the 4th volume of the Testimonies is devoted to the topic of dress. Part is 

reproduced below though all is interesting. Here we find how serious the issue of dress is to God and 

man, and how displeasing it is to God when we neglect to do our part to repress fashion’s influence in 

cheapening the lives of church women. 

God has been testing His people. He allowed the testimony concerning dress to become silent, 

that our sisters might follow their own inclination and thus develop the real pride existing in 

their hearts. It was to prevent the present state of worldliness that the reform dress was 

recommended. Many scorned the idea that this dress was necessary to preserve them from 

following the fashions; but the Lord has permitted them to prove that pride was cherished in 

their hearts, and that this was just what they would do. It is now shown that they needed the 

restriction which the reform dress imposed. 4T 639.3 

… 

     Many a soul who was convinced of the truth has been led to decide against it by the pride 

and love of the world displayed by our sisters. The doctrine preached seemed clear and 

harmonious, and the hearers felt that a heavy cross must be lifted by them in taking the truth. 

When these persons have seen our sisters making so much display in dress, they have said: “This 

people dress fully as much as we do. They cannot really believe what they profess; and, after all, 

they must be deceived.…How little did those professedly believing sisters know of the sermon 

their dress was preaching! 4T 641.2 

     … Many unbelievers have felt that they were not doing right in permitting themselves to be 

slaves of fashion; but when they see some who make a high profession of godliness dressing as 

worldlings dress, enjoying frivolous society, they decide that there can be no wrong in such a 

course. 4T 641.3 … 

     Why will our sisters rob God of the service due Him, and rob His treasury of money which 

they should give to His cause, to serve the fashions of this age? The first and best thoughts are 

given to dress; time is squandered and money wasted. The culture of the mind and heart is 

neglected. The character is considered of less importance than the dress. The ornament of a 

meek and quiet spirit is of infinite value, and it is the wickedest of folly to waste in frivolous 

pursuits our opportunities to secure this precious adorning of the soul. 4T 642.1 

     Sisters, we may do a noble work for God if we will. Woman does not know her power. God 

did not intend that her capabilities should be all absorbed in questioning: What shall I eat? what 

shall I drink? and wherewithal shall I be clothed? There is a higher purpose for woman, a 

grander destiny. She should develop and cultivate her powers, for God can employ them in the 

great work of saving souls from eternal ruin.4T 642.2 



     On Sunday the popular churches appear more like a theater than a place for the worship of 

God. Every style of fashionable dress is displayed there. The poor have not courage to enter 

those houses of worship…. 

     Not one word was said of Christ or of the sermon preached. How, thought I, can Jesus regard 

that company, with their display of ornaments and extravagant dress? What dishonor is shown 

to the house of God! Were Christ upon earth, and should He visit such churches, would He not 

drive out those desecrators of His Father's house? 4T 643.1 

     …[if you have teens, read what I omitted here]… 

     Simplicity of dress will make a sensible woman appear to the best advantage. We judge of a 

person's character by the style of dress worn. Gaudy apparel betrays vanity and weakness. A 

modest, godly woman will dress modestly. A refined taste, a cultivated mind, will be revealed in 

the choice of simple and appropriate attire. 4T 643.4 

     There is an ornament that will never perish, that will promote the happiness of all around us 

in this life, and will shine with undimmed luster in the immortal future. It is the adorning of a 

meek and lowly spirit. God has bidden us wear the richest dress upon the soul. By every look 

into the mirror, the worshipers of fashion should be reminded of the neglected soul. Every hour 

squandered over the toilet should reprove them for leaving the intellect to lie waste. Then there 

might be a reformation that would elevate and ennoble all the aims and purposes of life. 

Instead of seeking golden ornaments for the exterior, an earnest effort would be put forth to 

secure that wisdom which is of more value than fine gold, yea, which is more precious than 

rubies. 4T 643.5 

     Peter gives valuable instruction concerning the dress of Christian women: “Whose adorning 

let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on 

of apparel; but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 

ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. For after this 

manner in the old time the holy women also, who trusted in God, adorned themselves.” All that 

we urge is compliance with the injunctions of God's word. Are we Bible readers and followers of 

Bible teachings? Will we obey God, or conform to the customs of the world? Will we serve God 

or mammon? Can we expect to enjoy peace of mind and the approval of God while walking 

directly contrary to the teachings of His word? 4T 644.2 

     The apostle Paul exhorts Christians not to be conformed to the world, but to be transformed 

by the renewing of the mind, “that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 

will of God.” But many who profess to be children of God feel no scruples against conforming 

to the customs of the world in the wearing of gold and pearls and costly array. Those who are 

too conscientious to wear these things are regarded as narrow-minded, superstitious, and 

even fanatical. But it is God who condescends to give us these instructions; they are the 

declarations of Infinite Wisdom, and those who disregard them do so at their own peril and 

loss. Those who cling to the ornaments forbidden in God's word cherish pride and vanity in the 

heart. They desire to attract attention. Their dress says: Look at me; admire me. Thus the vanity 

inherent in human nature is steadily increasing by indulgence. When the mind is fixed upon 

pleasing God alone, all the needless embellishments of the person disappear… 

     The love of dress endangers the morals and makes woman the opposite of the Christian lady 

characterized by modesty and sobriety. Showy, extravagant dress too often encourages lust in 

the heart of the wearer and awakens base passions in the heart of the beholder. God sees that 



the ruin of the character is frequently preceded by the indulgence of pride and vanity in dress. 

He sees that the costly apparel stifles the desire to do good. The more means persons expend in 

dress, the less they can have to feed the hungry and clothe the naked; and the streams of 

beneficence, which should be constantly flowing, are dried up. Every dollar saved by denying 

one's self of useless ornaments may be given to the needy or may be placed in the Lord's 

treasury to sustain the gospel, to send missionaries to foreign countries, to multiply publications 

to carry rays of light to souls in the darkness of error. Every dollar used unnecessarily deprives 

the spender of a precious opportunity to do good. 4T 645.3 

…The fact that worldliness and pride bear almost universal sway is no excuse for one Christian to 

do as others do. God has said: “Thou shalt not follow a multitude to do evil.”4T 647.1 

     .... Obedience to fashion is pervading our Seventh-day Adventist churches and is doing more 

than any other power to separate our people from God. I have been shown that our church 

rules are very deficient. All exhibitions of pride in dress, which is forbidden in the word of 

God, should be sufficient reason for church discipline. If there is a continuance, in face of 

warnings and appeals and entreaties, to still follow the perverse will, it may be regarded as 

proof that the heart is in no way assimilated to Christ. Self, and only self, is the object of 

adoration, and one such professed Christian will lead many away from God.4T 647.2 

 


