
Notes for Part II on Ellen White and the Bible for Adventists and 

Others 
Instructing New Converts on Idolatry of Dress  

One of the points upon which those newly come to the faith will need instruction is the subject 

of dress. Let the new converts be faithfully dealt with. Are they vain in dress? Do they cherish 

pride of heart? The idolatry of dress is a moral disease. It must not be taken over into the new 

life. In most cases, submission to the gospel requirements will demand a decided change in the 

dress. Ev 268.2 

. . . Very specific were the directions given in regard to Aaron's robes, for his dress was symbolic. 

So the dress of Christ's followers should be symbolic. In all things we are to be representatives 

of Him. Our appearance in every respect should be characterized by neatness, modesty, and 

purity. But the Word of God gives no sanction to the making of changes in apparel merely for 

the sake of fashion,—that we may appear like the world. Christians are not to decorate the 

person with costly array or expensive ornaments. Ev 268.3 

     A sister who had spent some weeks at one of our institutions in _____, said that she felt 

much disappointed in what she saw and heard there.... Before accepting the truth, she had 

followed the fashions of the world in her dress, and had worn costly jewelry and other 

ornaments; but upon deciding to obey the Word of God, she felt that its teachings required 

her to lay aside all extravagant and superfluous adorning. She was taught that Seventh-day 

Adventists did not wear jewelry, gold, silver, or precious stones, and that they did not 

conform to worldly fashions in their dress. When she saw among those who profess the faith 

such a wide departure from Bible simplicity, she felt bewildered. Had they not the same Bible 

which she had been studying, and to which she had endeavored to conform her life? Had her 

past experience been mere fanaticism? Had she misinterpreted the words of the apostle, “The 

friendship of the world is enmity with God, for whosoever will be a friend of the world is the 

enemy of God”? Ev 270.1 

     Mrs. D, a lady occupying a position in the institution, was visiting at Sr. _____'s room one day, 

when the latter took out of her trunk a gold necklace and chain, and said she wished to dispose 

of this jewelry and put the proceeds into the Lord's treasury. Said the other, “Why do you sell it? 

I would wear it if it was mine.” “Why,” replied Sr. _____, “when I received the truth, I was 

taught that all these things must be laid aside. Surely they are contrary to the teachings of God's 

Word.” And she cited her hearer to the words of the apostles, Paul and Peter, upon this point, 

“In like manner, also, that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with shamefacedness 

and sobriety; not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; but, as becometh 

women professing godliness, with good works.” “Whose adorning let it not be that outward 

adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel. But let it be the 

hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and 

quiet spirit.”Ev 270.2 

    In answer, the lady displayed a gold ring on her finger, given her by an unbeliever, and said 

she thought it no harm to wear such ornaments. “We are not so particular,” said she, “as 

formerly. Our people have been overscrupulous in their opinions upon the subject of dress. The 



ladies of this institution wear gold watches and gold chains, and dress like other people. It is not 

good policy to be singular in our dress; for we cannot exert so much influence.” Ev 271.1 

     We inquire, Is this in accordance with the teachings of Christ? Are we to follow the Word of 

God, or the customs of the world? Our sister decided that it was the safest to adhere to the 

Bible standard. Will Mrs. D and others who pursue a similar course be pleased to meet the result 

of their influence, in that day when every man shall receive according to his works? Ev 271.2 

Sell Your Jeweled idols 
Those who have bracelets, and wear gold and ornaments, had better take these idols from 

their persons and sell them, even if it should be for much less than they gave for them, and 

thus practice self-denial. Time is too short to adorn the body with gold or silver or costly 

apparel… Let us live simply, and work in simplicity. Let us dress in such a modest, becoming way 

that we will be received wherever we go. Jewelry and expensive dress will not give us 

influence, but the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit—the result of devotion to the service of 

Christ—will give us power with God. Kindness and forethought for those about us are qualities 

precious in the sight of heaven. If you have not given attention to the acquirement of these 

graces, do so now, for you have no time to lose. 3SM 248 

Money Expended for Display and for Forbidden Ornaments Sufficient to Fund Benevolent 

Work 
Let not the cries of the widow and fatherless call down the vengeance of Heaven upon us as a 

people. In the professed Christian world, there is enough expended in extravagant display, for 

jewels and ornaments, to supply the wants of all the hungry and clothe the naked in our 

towns and cities; and yet these professed followers of the meek and lowly Jesus need not 

deprive themselves of suitable food or comfortable clothing. What will these church members 

say when confronted in the day of God by the worthy poor, the afflicted, the widows and 

fatherless, who have known pinching want for the meager necessities of life, while there was 

expended by these professed followers of Christ, for superfluous clothing, and needless 

ornaments expressly forbidden in the Word of God, enough to supply all their wants? We see 

ladies professing godliness wear elegant gold chains, necklaces, rings, and other jewelry ... 

while want stalks in the streets, and the suffering and destitute are on every side. These do not 

interest them, nor awaken their sympathy; but they will weep over the imaginary suffering 

depicted in the last novel. They have no ears for the cries of the needy, no eyes to behold the 

cold and almost naked forms of women and children around them. They look upon real want as 

a species of crime, and withdraw from suffering humanity as from a contagious disease. To such, 

Christ will say, “I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no 

drink: ... sick, and in prison, and ye visited me not.” BLJ 269 

Your Beauty Should Come From… 
Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of 

gold jewelry and fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of 

a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 1 Peter 3:3, 4, NIV. The pure 

religion of Jesus requires of its followers the simplicity of natural beauty and the polish of 

natural refinement and elevated purity, rather than the artificial and false.…A disposition in you 



to dress according to the fashion, and to wear lace and gold and artificials1 for display, will not 

recommend to others your religion or the truth that you profess.... Simple, plain, unpretending 

dress will be a recommendation to my youthful sisters. In no better way can you let your light 

shine to others than in your simplicity of dress and deportment. You may show to all that, in 

comparison with eternal things, you place a proper estimate upon the things of this life. ..LHU 

305 

How Do Artists Draw Angels? Why? 
“Female loveliness never appears to so good advantage as when set off with simplicity of dress. 

No artist ever decks his angels with towering feathers and gaudy jewelry; and our dear human 

angels, if they will make good their title to that name, should carefully avoid ornaments, which 

properly belong to Indian squaws and African princesses. These tinselries may serve to give 

effect on the stage, on the ball-floor, but in daily life there is no substitute for the charm of 

simplicity. A vulgar taste is not to be disguised by gold or diamonds. The absence of a true taste 

and refinement of delicacy cannot be compensated for by the possession of the most princely 

fortune. Mind measures gold, but gold cannot measure mind.HR November 1, 1871, par. 15 

Note that the statements above are not nearly exhaustive.  

Now what of the idea that Ellen White used a pocket-watch with a chain, or that she wore a brooch as a 

simple clasp for her collar? What about the brooch that, though “serviceable,” had white stones in it 

that “were not showy at all?” (Ellen White wore this for a few weeks or more.) Ellen White sold one of 

her pocket-watches for the very reason that some persons thought her inconsistent to have it. There is, 

however, nothing inconsistent with having a golden pocket watch in one’s pocket while advocating the 

non-wearing of jewelry. Nor is there any inconsistency to wear a tasteful and simple clasp for one’s 

collar.  

But these stories should hold little weight with anyone who is looking for truth in the Testimonies. Why? 

Because it is the ideas of prophets, not the practice of prophets, that is inspired. 

Ellen White explained her view of such stories when the rumor spread around that she was a cheese 

eater. She had no value for a religion based on her example rather than on God’s instructions. Listen: 

But do not give up the use of meat because Sister White does not eat it. I would not give a 

farthing for your health reform if that is what it is based upon. I want you to stand in your 

individual dignity and in your individual consecration before God, the whole being dedicated to 

Him. “If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, 

which temple ye are.”13MR 202.2 

I want you to think of these things. Do not make any human being your criterion. …13MR 203.1 

 

                                                           
1
 Make-up. 

http://www.ellenwhite.info/jewelry-contradiction-b.htm

