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Tanya:  Some Reflections on Pastor Kingston’s Closing Remarks for the Sabbath Service of 
Big Camp, South Australia,  2016. 
 
Dear Pastor Kingston 
 
I have been reflecting on my comments, and your comments, which were both expressed in 
kindness and constructive love, with good intention during the church service at Big Camp 2016. 
 
Thank you for publicly stating in such a kind manner that you ‘appreciate and defend her right to 
have her views’ as part of the church family in the South Australian Conference.  
 
Yes, I am aware of the admonition Jesus gave in Matthew 18: 15 to 17.  But honestly, would it really 
have made any difference to you or those responsible for leading the worship?  
 
As the Conference President who has been in office for a number of years now, you must have 
listened to the many concerns expressed by a number of church members, about some of the music 
played at Camp and in the churches in South Australia, particularly, but not only for the young 
people.   
 
During the course of this Camp there have been a significant number of folks expressing concern 
about some of the music, which the congregation has been subjected to.   Some of the music has 
been most appropriate, but then it is mixed up with the unacceptable.   
 
Can you honestly say that you were not aware of this concern?  If you were not aware, then could I 
suggest you have a talk with the pastors who were aware of the honest and genuine concerns being 
openly discussed on the Camp ground.  There were some pastors who were aware, and also some 
pastors who concurred with the concerns being expressed.  Its up to them to speak for themselves.  
If they have not raised these concerns with you can I suggest that you ask why they haven’t.  I hope 
you can give them a safe opportunity to do so. 
 
So, given that you would have heard these concerns expressed before, then I believe the steps 
recommended in verses 15 and 16 of Matthew 18 have been carried out.  Me speaking directly with 
you as just one more voice would not have made any difference.  You would have listened politely, 
answered with the same platitudes you used at the end of the Camp service and done nothing. 
Verse 17 was the only step left – ‘tell it unto the church’.  That’s what I did.   
 
The concern being expressed as an undercurrent around the Campground, needed to be aired 
before the church.  I did not want to do this but strongly felt that God was giving me this 
responsibility.   
 
Just like you felt it necessary to address my comments publicly without complying with the advice 
in Matthew 18: 15 and16, so I and many others with a similar concern, believe that what I did was  
necessary  and appropriate.  They have thanked me for getting up and speaking. 
 
Why is it that while God calls us to high spiritual/worshipful standards with regards to church 
music, etc, we seem as a church to be trying to get as close to the world’s music and worship as 
possible?  As a senior pastor and leader you must be fully aware of what Ellen White said would 
happen with music at church gatherings just before Jesus comes.  We are seeing her prediction 
fulfilled over and over again.  Are you trying to fulfil her prophetic comments?  Or don’t you listen 
to the warnings she has given and act accordingly?  You can’t have a foot in both camps.  You must 
also be very aware of Biblical standards in this regard.   
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Christian Berdahl (Shepherd’s Call Ministry) has produced a business-card-like card that is called  
‘The Music Test Card’.  It asks the question ‘Does your music pass the test?  Here are the tests. 
 

 M – Meaningful not trivial.  Godly music will not trivialise the beauty and dignity of God.  
(Is monotonous repetition of words and music trivialising the beauty and dignity of God?  
How about a driving beat?  And then there are the trap-set drums that were present on 
occasions at this Camp which were specifically made to deliver a syncopated rhythm for 
dancing and so on).   

 U – Untainted.  Godly music will not lead us to think/feel/act in a worldly way.  (Consider 
the above) 

 S – Spiritual – Not carnal.  Godly music will not encourage aggressive/sexual/carnal 
thoughts. 

 I – Inspirational – Not degrading.  Godly music will not emphasize the clamour/confusion 
of the world. 

 C – Clear Not confused.  Godly music will not cloud/confuse/disguise the Christian life and 
truth.  (I would add that noise, bedlam, some rhythms, much repetition of words and music, 
are used as part of the confused ‘contemplative’ worship techniques used by Satan to 
encourage emotion and shut down reasoning.  A comment that has been made is that the 
leader of the musicians on the platform looked like he had gone into a trance as he stood 
with his Bible held on his chest just before the song finished and I got up to speak.  Is he 
aware of the impression he was giving?) 

 
Christian’s Test Card, on the reverse side, then spells out The P 4/8 Test (P = Philippians) and The 
10 C’s Test (Ten Commandments) 
 
All the boxes need to be ticked for the music to pass the various tests.  God has a high and holy 
standard. 
 
In your comments you went on to mention various ‘justifications’ for the worship and music that 
had been offered at Big Camp.  They included –  
 

 The effort and planning that had gone into preparing the music and worship.  
Unfortunately all the time and effort amounts only to Satan’s work if it leads in the wrong 
direction.  

 Then you mentioned that the music and worship was ‘the same as happening in our 
churches everywhere’ – or words to that effect.  So, if we have low standards in many of 
our church worship services, both adult, youth, teens and below, is this a justification for 
having a low standard at Big Camp, where a high standard should be modelled?  This is a bit 
of a circular argument that goes around and around.  We do it in church because it happens 
at Big Camp and we do it at Big Camp because it happens in the churches.  Therefore, it must 
be right and proper!  Not a sound argument at all.  To me it sounds a bit like the Children of 
Israel and their logic for the golden calf image. 

 You said that you and the planning committee had some concerns about marrying the 
teenagers and youth worship with the adult worship for this Camp.  Really, is one thing 
‘right’ for our young people and ‘wrong’ for our adults or vice versa?  Why should the 
bringing together of the generations be a concern?  Age and culture don’t set the standard 
for worship and reverence.  It’s only a concern if the leaders have let the standards slip for 
either group, or both.  In heaven will here be one set of music/worship style for the young 
and one set of music/worship style for the adults?   

 You talked about ‘cultural and generational differences’ as a justification.  I can’t find in 
the Bible where God has different sets of worship standards for different cultures and 
generations.  Following this argument you get to where pope Francis got to recently when 
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he was defining what is right with regard to marriage, cohabitation and same sex attracted 
relationships.  He stated the Bible standards as ideals only and then said that cultural, 
generational and contextual difference had to be taken into account.  Here, in my opinion, 
you are doing the same thing with worship and music.  You are modifying God’s standards 
by the standards of culture and generation.  Pope Francis’ reasoning has implicitly given 
permission for couples to live together without being married, to have multiple partners, to 
divorce as they wish and to have same sex relationships, even marriage, if this is the cultural 
and generational context.  By using culture and generation as your guide for worship and 
music, in my opinion, you are putting them above God’s standards.   

 You spoke about your hope that Christian love would prevail and the congregation 
would respect the different ways in which members accepted music and participated 
in worship.  I hope what I said was not seen as being ‘unloving’ or ‘disrespectful’.   It was 
not meant to be even though it challenged what has been happening in our Camp worships.  
God is a great God of love.  He gave His son in love.  Jesus risked eternal death and separation 
because ‘God (and He) so loved the world’.   Does God gloss over sin because He loves us?  
He deals with sin and calls people out from it.   He also empowers people to be overcomers.  
He covers them with Christ’s righteousness.  But sin and God can’t exist together.    How can 
Satan’s music be used to worship God?  What a gross insult to God. 

 You spoke about us all being at a different place in our journey.  As Conference 
president isn’t it your role to clearly point out the path the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy 
tell us we should be walking on our journey, rather than ignoring it and providing side 
tracks along the way that will get us lost.  The wrong type of worship and music is definitely 
a side track.  If adults and youth simply come to worship, or be members of our church, 
because of the worship style and the music, rather than having a deep spiritual conversion 
and a conviction that present truth matters, and that Jesus truly loves us and is coming soon 
to fix the mess we have here in this world, they will not stay in our church.  They will move 
on to other churches that have an emotional worship or more entertaining worship with 
louder and more exciting music.  Offering the wrong music only creates a desire for more of 
the same thing.  Ultimately it encourages our youth to go looking for more of the rock style 
of gospel music and into attending pop concerts, etc. Worship style and music won’t hold us 
when the Sabbath is put to the test. 

 The comments you used to justify what had been organised, which were along the 
lines ‘that this is the first time we have bought the youth together with the adults and 
we didn’t expect to get it right the first time’, are curious to say the least.  Were you 
testing the limits of people to see how far they would compromise?  Did you see the whole 
thing as an experiment knowing that it would cause some friction?  Where do you realise 
you didn’t get the worship mix right?  You left the congregation waiting for a further 
explanation but failed to give one.  Were you making an unclear apology?  It would be 
helpful for the members of the Conference to hear from you as to where you think you got it 
wrong.  You were forthcoming in pointing out where you think you got it right in your 
planning. 

 Some comments on additional points you made – 
o The numbers of people involved in the worship delivery and music presentation 

across the generations is not really a justification for poor standards, nor does it 
make the inappropriate music right. 

o Do we affirm and support our young and older members by accepting worldly 
standards?  (Yes they need to be affirmed and welcome, but not for the wrong 
reasons) 

o I didn’t attend the opening Sabbath but even by your standards you said that ‘it was 
something else’.   Once again do the numbers of young people taking part make the 
worship right?  (If so, then we could all go to the footy on Friday evening because the 
numbers make it right.) 
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o Working together is a worthy goal.  But right should not be compromised when we 
do work together.  Ellen White clearly states in the Great Controversy and in other 
places, that compromise always leads to the world and out of the church and away 
from God.  
  

So, pastor Kingston, as a member of  ‘one big family that can work openly and honestly together, I 
have taken this opportunity to express my deeply held thoughts and convictions to you and the 
family at large.  What I have said is without malice but with sadness.  As I said, I have experienced 
what the world has to offer and truly want to find something very different in the church God has 
called together to take the end-time, present truth, message of God’s warning and love to the world.  
How did the Big Camp worship overall underscore our need to be ready for Jesus to come?  Or was 
a significant part of the worship services a feel good concert modelled on the worship style of the 
‘daughters of Babylon’? 
 
I hope and pray that Big Camp in South Australia will be a different experience for those who attend 
in 2017. 
 
In Christian love. 
 
Tanya 
 
 
  
 


